
 I have a vivid memory from about 20 years ago, long before I went to 
seminary. I was the volunteer Christian Education coordinator for my church 
when a church member asked: “When it says ‘Jesus died for our sins’ – what does 
that mean?”  I have to admit I was somewhat taken aback by the question.  Surely 
this person could not have lacked understanding of one of the most elemental – 
perhaps the most elemental – understanding of Christian faith?  But alas, this  
was the case.  I spent the next half-hour or so walking the person through the 
basics of our understanding of the fall of humanity, sinfulness, the coming of 
God in Jesus Christ, and the meaning of his suffering, his death on the cross,  
and his resurrection. 
 

 In these modern – or I should say, postmodern – times, the basics are 
often forgotten.  It sure seems to me that far too many of our children have not 
been taught to master basic skills such as arithmetic and spelling (my pet peeve).  
Instead, there is an emphasis on supposedly “higher” educational goals. 
 

 The same has happened in much of the church at large.  An emphasis on 
the basics of Christian theology has been subordinated to goals of bringing people 
to a higher and broader understanding of their theological duty as Christians 
to a broader agenda.  Yes, of course we, as Christians, are called to be people  
who are deeply concerned about the care and dignity of all persons, care of God’s 
creation, and achieving peace and justice on earth. 
 

 But these lofty goals stem from a basic understanding of our own 
sinfulness and need for God.  As the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 6:23, “For  
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
We understand that our sin has separated us from God, and only the reconciling 
work of Jesus Christ – in coming to earth to live as one of us, to suffer for us, to 
die blameless on the cross as an atonement for our sin, and then to be resurrected 
from the dead and ascend to glory – without this, everything else is for naught. 
 

 However with this understanding – that we are sinners who have only 
been saved by the free gift of the grace of God – then we understand that we 
cannot just live content with our own salvation.  Because we are no better than 
anyone else, we are called to ministries of justice that recognize anyone else’s  
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or the wages 

worth as equal to ours.  Because we are saved by a free gift and not by merit, we 
are called to ministries of generous compassion where we freely give of ourselves 
to the less-fortunate.  Because everything we have comes from God we can be 
joyful givers, grateful that God has only asked a tithe in return. 
 

 In the Letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul spends over half of the 
time explaining the groundwork of our sinfulness and redemption.  Only then 
does he proceed to interpret how we should behave in return, finally affirming 
that the commandments “are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 
13:9b-10).  Paul understood that this instruction was only possible after first 
laying a theological foundation. 
 

 Many people today want to jump straight to the end.  They are willing  
to do their best to love their neighbor as themselves, but they make the attempt  
to live out their faith without first fully understanding the basics of that faith.  
This can be like trying to learn calculus without first mastering arithmetic. 
 

 I don’t believe in being stuck in static, old-fashioned, theology forever.   
I believe there are exciting new theological explorations being made by scholars 
and pastors around the world that deepen our understanding of God and what 
God asks of us.  But I also believe that our advances, both in theology and in 
personal development, are only authentic when they rest on a foundation of the 
eternal truths of the Christian faith. 
 

 So as we embark on our annual Lenten journey to the triumphal entry  
of Palm Sunday, the despair of Good Friday, and the boundless joy of Easter, 
may we reconnect with the essential truths of our faith.  The truth that 
humanity, created by God to live in paradise, through disobedience is deserving 
of eternal damnation; that a loving and merciful God sent his only-begotten Son 
to live as one of us and die for our sins; that Jesus was raised bodily on the third 
day, ascended to heaven, and now sits at the right hand of God the Father, and 
from there he will return in glory.  And with all the church, may we pray 
together, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come!” 
 

Peace and blessings, 

F 
of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  
       – Romans 6:23 
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EASTER CHOIR 
Anyone who would like to sing in the Chancel Choir for our beautiful  
Holy Week and Easter services is invited to join us every Sunday Morning  
at 9:30 a.m. for choir rehearsal in the choir room. Light refreshments are 
provided. Consider singing in the choir as your Lenten service offering.  
All are welcome! 
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From the  Choir  Room 

NATHAN LAUBE ORGAN CONCERT 
On Sunday, April 1 internationally acclaimed concert organist  
Nathan Laube will present the inaugural recital on our rejuvenated 
pipe organ at 3 PM.  Known for his audience-friendly programs, 
Nathan Laube, at age 22, has already performed at most of the  
organ world’s premiere venues. His programs include selections 
from the classics as well as transcriptions of popular light-classical 
fare, all played by memory. His ability to turn a pipe organ into a 
symphony orchestra is widely celebrated. This concert is free and 
open to the public. Plan to arrive early to get a good seat. 

CHRISTIANS FIND FOCUS WALKING LABYRINTH  
DURING LENT 

“Walking a Sacred Path” is a Celtic Prayer:  
“God ahead, God behind, God be on the path I wind. God above, God below, God be everywhere I go.” 

 

 Walk the Labyrinth on Friday, March 16, open 4 – 7 p.m. and on Sunday, March 18, open 12 noon 
to 4 p.m. in the Chapel. The very action of walking serves to still our thoughts, opening up space for God 
amid the usually jam-packed confines of our minds.  
 The rhythm of walking is conducive to quiet, prayerful contemplation. The labyrinth’s twists and 
turns help us to trust where God is leading us and allowing our hearts to be open to the Spirit. The Labyrinth 
Committee has provided during this time of Lent some spiritual practices that one can choose to do before  
or after walking. 
 
A Labyrinth Gift to the Church: Jeff Zuck, one of our Labyrinth walkers is a person who creates useful 
things out of discarded materials. He has recycled wire thrown out from the organ when it was dismantled 
and has made a Finger Labyrinth for us. Let your finger do the walking following the wire as it leads you to 
the center and back out again. It’s well-crafted and displayed at the church for you to walk the path following 
the wire as it leads you to the center and back out again.   Thank you, Jeff! 
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CAMP JOHNSONBURG READY FOR SUMMER CAMPS  
The mission of Camp J. is to create a place apart where all people can experience God’s love in a 
welcoming Christian community. It’s located on 400 acres in northwestern New Jersey including 
a sixteen acre lake. It is owned and operated by the seven NJ Presbyteries of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). This is our church camp. 

Open Houses to come and see the site and meet the staff are on Saturdays, April 14 and May 5 from  
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  If interested in carpooling, speak to Carol Schulzrinne or Dorothy VanderWerf.  
Brochures are available at the church with information on a variety of 29 different camps for  
children, 1st grade and older, for youth, and for families. The CE Committee offers $100  
scholarships for anyone attending. 

HELPING CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES GROW IN FAITH 
Here are ways we can guide our children toward a deeper  

understanding of Easter. 
 
1. On Sunday, March 4, the children meet in the Chapel before going off to their  
classes for the Response to God’s Word. The youth will present a skit interpreting the  
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING Offering. Each child will receive a Fish Bank  
to collect coins during Lent to help children in need around the world. 
 

2. The biblical theme “Encountering Jesus” is the focus of CHURCH SCHOOL lessons 
during LENT. The teachers are preparing through a Bible Study with Rev. Hong for these 

lessons on Friday, March 9 starting with a light supper at 6:30 p.m., curriculum study at  
7 p.m. Parents are cordially invited to join the teachers for this important time together. If you need child 
care, let Dorothy know. 
 
3. On Saturday, March 31, families are invited at 12 noon for an EASTER TREASURE HUNT AND 
PIZZA LUNCH in Elmore Hall. The treasures found will help tell the story of Holy Week, a Journey to  
Jerusalem, with lots of fun activities to learn about the last and most important week in the Lenten Season 
focusing on the days from Palm Sunday to Easter and to prepare for the Palm Sunday processional. 
 
4. Sunday, April 1, is PALM SUNDAY.  We gather in the Chapel at 10:45 a.m. and prepare to process 
into worship with ECO-PALMS. There will be a Time with Children and an opportunity to give their  
One Great Hour of Sharing offerings in their Fish Banks. 
 
5. GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE is on April 6 at 8 p.m. Child care will be provided  
for younger children. Older children would benefit from the service, the extinguishing of lights  
as we hear and experience the happenings on Good Friday, part of our faith story. 
  
6. EASTER DAY! A joyous Hallelujah Day with worship starting at 10:45 a.m. Activity  
packets will be available for the children as we worship together. Child Care is also available.  
Immediately following Worship, the EASTER EGG HUNT for children will be held in 
the playground. 
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WEDNESDAY PARENT/PLAYGROUP MEETS IN MARCH 

Jenni Choi invites parents with little ones to join her in the Nursery on Wednesdays,  
March 7, 14 and 21 at 9:30 a.m. for Story-Time, a craft, free-play and time to connect  
with other parents.  They will not be meeting on March 28th.  

2ND SUNDAY PARENTING GROUP CELEBRATES  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

Young children and their Parents are invited to another Party on Sunday, March 11,  
at 12:15 p.m. to celebrate a special day with a good STORY and CRAFTS in the East  
Room. Snacks and all the supplies for children to express their creativity  will be provided.  

Alison Raffaele, coordinator, her husband, Glenn Tatem and India, their 2 ½ year old daughter, invite  
you to join them. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING OFFERING TOTALS $508 
Katie Bigler, Project Manager, and her team of youth members are indeed grateful  
for the generosity to the Offering that will support the hosting of homeless families  
for two weeks in July and one week in December. 

YOUTH HELP KENYA 
HEIFER International sends a THANK YOU to our Youth Group for the $300 sent for 
the Kenyan Disaster Rehabilitation fund in honor of Kira Rutherford, former member of 
the Youth Group, who spent a summer working in Kenya as a volunteer. 

          PRESBYTERY YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
The Presbytery Youth Mission Trip will be from July 29 – August 4 for Middle and  
High School students to Blue Knobs, PA. In the Appalachian Mountains, youth will 
serve families and ministries in need through hands-on projects. The cost is $300 which 
covers lodging, transportation and most meals.  
 

Scholarships are available but Dorothy VanderWerf needs to know who is interested by 
March 4. 
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Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, March 1 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
The First Thursday study group will meet on March 1 in the East Room. Please 
join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong continues our 
exploration of the origins of the stories in the book of Genesis. 

 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room (Childcare Provided) 
We really encourage you to try the Sunday Morning Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.  
in the East Room each week. In this study we review the text that forms the  

basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, and translation that affect the  
interpretation of the story into a message for us.  You’ll understand more of the background that 
undergirds the sermon in a setting where you get to know some of your fellow worshippers better.  
Child care is available in the nursery. 
 
BASICS OF FAITH: THE BIBLE  
Sunday, March 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the Meeting Room 
We’re continuing a monthly series of rotating presentations ideal for persons who 
are new to the congregation, the Presbyterian church, or Christian faith (though 
everyone is invited).  Each presentation focuses on some aspect of foundational 
understanding.  This month Rev. Hong will lead a presentation on the Church.  
What is the Church?  Is it a spiritual body, an earthly institution, or a building?  
This series of presentations, each on the first Sunday of the month, focus on the 
Bible, the church, and on Presbyterianism in turn.  Please join us and bring your 
questions! Child care is available in the nursery. 

 
LIFE LESSONS: A SERMON & STUDY SERIES 
During March we will have a sermon series called LIFE LESSONS where 
each week we look at the life of a Biblical figure – famous, infamous,  
and in-between – and look for the lessons we can learn from them and  

apply them to our lives. On each Sunday the sermon will focus on a key passage from their lives, and  
the weekday study sessions (in the East Room at 7:00 p.m.) will further explore the background and 
significance of the person. 
 

Week of March 4: Nehemiah 
   (Bible study on Tuesday, March 6 at 7 p.m.) 
Week of March 11: Sarah 
   (Bible study on Tuesday, March 13 at 7 p.m.) 
Week of March 18: Elijah 
   (Bible study on Thursday, March 22 at 7 p.m.) 
Week of March 25: Pontius Pilate 
   (Bible study on Tuesday, March 27 at 7 p.m.) 
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LENTEN WORSHIP AND SOUP LUNCH  
As a part of our observance of Lent we will once again have our 
weekly Lenten Worship and Soup Lunch series each Wednesday 
at noon in the Chapel through March 28.  Each week we will 
have a brief worship followed by fellowship around a simple meal 
of hearty soups and bread.   
 
LENTEN WORSHIP AND SOUP SUPPERS 
In addition, for those who have asked for an evening version of 
this service, we will have special Lenten Worship and Soup 
Suppers on Wednesday, March 14 and March 28 in the Chapel.  
Worship will be at 6:45 p.m. followed by a simple soup supper at 
7:15 p.m.  Soup makers will be needed for both the lunch and 
dinner services… 
 

News for the  Congregat ion 

 CHILI SUPPER & SQUARE DANCE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012 
6:00 p.m. Supper / 7:00 p.m. Dancing Begins in Elmore Hall 
 

Rev. Debra Given, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, is our SQUARE DANCE 
CALLER for the evening! She has a live band with lots of dances to enjoy! Put on your 
comfortable shoes and join us in Elmore Hall for a fun time! If you do-si-do, line dance, 
enjoy live music, or just enjoy watching others dance, then come on-a-round and join 
the very young to much older folks for a great evening! 

 
Call 201-568-7373, ext. 307 OR email dorothyv@englewoodpres.org to make your 

reservation. You are invited to the Corn Bread and Chili Supper at 6:00 p.m. (Reservation needed,  
donation appreciated) It’s only $2 for the Square Dance. 

 

                                                     Great refreshments! Child Care provided for the little ones! 
Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Leonia and the  

Christian Education Committee of the First Presbyterian Church in Englewood  

   BASKETBALL NIGHT BEGINS IN MARCH  
 

 Thanks to Philip Soo and the Christian Education Committee, we are sponsoring an 
Adult Basketball Night from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday nights in  
Elmore Hall during March, April and May.  The March dates are the 8th and 22nd.  
In April, it’s the 12th and 26th. In May, it’s the 10th and 24th. Mark your calendars  
and come for a night of friendly pick-up basketball, full or half court depending  

on attendance. For more information or to register, please contact Philip Soo at 
soorealtors@gmail.com. 
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          ST. PATRICK’S DAY FEST 

The Outreach Committee, those “fest” people, are planning and hosting  
our 3rd St. Patrick’s Day dinner on Saturday, March 17th at 6:00 p.m. All  
lads, lassies, and leprechauns are cordially invited to join us once again for 

a delicious corned beef, cabbage and all the other fixings dinner.   
 

Cost is $5.00 per person. Children under 5 are free.  Tickets will be  
sold at Coffee & Conversation.   

 

 Please mark your calendar and plan on being part of the fun at an 
 inexpensive night of wonderful food, companionship, wearing of GREEN  

 or ORANGE, and singing to your heart’s content!   

ST. PATRICK’S DAY ENTERTAINMENT 
Entertainment for the St. Patrick’s Day dinner has been expanded, so be sure and come to 
participate in the fun and games.  The popular group sing of traditional Irish songs is a mainstay of  
the evening.  New games and activities this year include contests in Who’s the Greenest, the Best Irish 
Accent, and Leprechan Darts for pots of gold.  Some introductions will include use of “Mac”, which 
means “son of” and “O’” that means “grandson of”.  A Green and Orange relay race with balloons is 
planned, as well as selection of the funniest Irish joke.  (Jokes will be provided.)  Ray and Marilyn 
Arons will provide the music and MC the evening. 

CALLING ALL SINGLES! NEXT GATHERING ON MARCH 26 
“The Power of Food Education: Learn How to Make Healthier Choices to Live Longer and Happier Lives”  
will be presented by Robin DeCicco, Nutritionist/Educator on Monday, March 26 at 7 p.m. in the East Room. 
 

Now is the time to become proactive about your health by learning some simple tips on how to make better 
choices at the supermarket and prepare easy and nutritious meals. By attending this free workshop, you will 
learn that eating healthy is no more expensive and can add to your life expectancy.  
 

It's never too late to change your eating habits and with the advice given in this workshop, you'll be on your way 
in no time and will feel supported throughout the transition. Pick up quick and easy tips on how to cut the junk 
out of your diet and fix foods that taste great and have nutritional value. Think of the 
lessons learned in this workshop as the best gifts you can give yourself.  
 

Plan to come and invite a friend, too. For more information, call Dorothy VanderWerf 
at 201-568-7373, ext. 307 or e-mail: dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.   
It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band led by Jane Kelly Williams and the same basic  
sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative –  
give it a try and invite your friends! 
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Other News 

SOME WONDERFUL HAPPENINGS AT FPP&K... 
On February 28th, the Preschool & Kindergarten celebrated Pajama Day! The children 
along with teachers and staff came to school wearing their toasty pj's and slippers. All the 
children brought their favorite stuffed animal and enjoyed a wonderful cozy day at FPPK. 
This year again we collected pajamas for needy children through the Pajama Program. 
(www.pajamaprogram.org). The children donated a new pair of pajamas which helps make  
a difference in a child's life. 
 

We currently still have openings for the 2's, 3's and pre-k program for the next academic school year. If you are 
interested or know of any one interested in touring our wonderful school, please call our office at 201-568-3042 
to schedule an appointment. Thank you! 

First Press 

Plan Ahead: THERE IS ANOTHER MISSION TRIP TO WEST 
VIRGINIA, JULY 29 - AUGUST 4, 2012! 

60 BAGS OF FOOD DONATED TO CFA 
Within the first 6 weeks of 2012, 60 bags of food have already been delivered to the Center 

thanks to Elena Sepulveda, Debbie Alvarez and Charlene Rees. Our goal this year is 365 bags 
of groceries.  If we keep up this generous giving we will meet our goal for the year. We are 
grateful that YOU remember your needy neighbors who need that extra bag of groceries to 
feed their family. Next FOOD TO FIRST on the FIRST is March 4 or really any Sunday. 

YOU ARE THERE –  
HAITI RESPONSE THROUGH OGHS  

When the devastating earthquake struck the island nation of Haiti, you were there  
participating in the rescue and providing clean water and food supplies almost as soon  

as you heard the news. Within 24 hours, funds from One Great Hour of Sharing  
Offering (OGHS) were used to set up 15 food and water stations, 35,000 hygiene kits  

and temporary shelters were provided. Our offerings to OGHS continue to work faithfully in bringing long-term 
healing and recovery to the people of Haiti. 

           REQUEST FROM FAMILY PROMISE 

 Looking for 2 two bedroom apartments for the Transitional Housing Program. Family  
Promise will lease it at about $1300 per month including utilities.  We also need the 

following items for Bergenfield apartments: 2 or 3 kitchen chairs, boy’s dresser, twin bed  
frame, queen bed with frame and TV for living room.  If you can help, e-mail Margo Heller  

at mheller@bergenfamilypromise.org or call 201-833-8009. 



 

 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that 
our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible 
at no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 

Church of Englewood), follow us on 
Twitter @fpcenglewood), or check-in 
on Foursquare. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
 

In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER,  
you are now able to dial in to our phone 

system and hear a recorded announcement of 
whether any of our activities are impacted.  
During the opening message, just press 7 
(think of pressing "S" for "Snow") to be 
informed of whether any events have 

 been cancelled. 

Join Us this Lenten Season 

Sunday, March 11, is  
Daylight Savings Time.  

Don’t forget to turn your  
clocks forward one hour on  

Saturday night! 
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